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INTRODUCTION

Acute Necrotizing Ulcerative Ginvigitis has a long history in Pakistan.
In recent years, much attention has been focused on anaerobic bacteria, in
particular Fusobacteria and bacteroides etc. as being, major causes of morbidity.
We observed this disease in acute form in children, .& in convalescing mothers,
who had poor oral hygiene. The cases of mild form, with persistent bleeding
characters, have been noticed in younger population. The virulence of such
organisms resulted into cancrum oris (Fig-1 Fig-1I). The recognition of the
disease either in acute or mild form was easy, as the presence of punched
out interdental papillae; and grey paseundomembranous slough on the gums

was accompanied with bleeding. Painful gingivae were characteristic observation
as well.

A direct microscopic smear examination revealed an abundance of
motile spirochetes and fusiform bacilli associated with epithelial cells. There

is a necessity for an effective therapy against the oral habitat anaerobic
bacteria. '

Antibiotics are the bédrock of such condition but the efficacy and
antimicrobicidal effects of different drugs were needed to evaluate for the
choice of treatment. Hence, it was decided to try the above named four
drugs in vitro against fusiformis bacilli with serial dilution method (M.L.C).

Metronidazole has been included in this study for its bacteriocidal
effect against obligate anaerobic organisms. There arises a need for further
continuity of study for the properties of the family of metronidazole against
the fusospirochetal and other hidden anaerobic bacteria in the oral cavity.

*Read in the 3rd Meeting of International Academy of Periodontology,
April 14-16, 1988, Kyoto, Japan.
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